
Welcome to Eastpointe’s 
State of the City

A LOOK BACK AT 2016



As with all communities, progress can only take place when it’s prefaced with sound fiscal management. In 

Eastpointe, we’re fortunate to have a team of administrators and elected leaders who, through the support of 

residents, have brought the city from the brink of financial uncertainty just a few short years ago to balanced 

budgets that maintain programs and services and, in some cases, enhanced personnel where needed.

Our efforts have not gone unnoticed, as 

the Government Finance Officer’s 

Association has presented Eastpointe with 

Distinguished Budget Awards for five 

consecutive years now.

The award recognizes municipalities that 

show a commitment to governmental 

budgeting, with an emphasis on fiscal 

management, financial planning and city 

operational effectiveness.



In February, renovations were 

completed on the exterior of the 

Eastpointe Memorial Library. The 

new façade created a safer 

more aesthetic entrance. The 

project capped a series of 

improvements that also included 

new furniture, carpet and 

shelving. Residents now have an 

up to date, modern library that 

should serve their needs for 

many years to come.      



In May, we helped cut the 

ribbon on the grand opening 

for Grafton Town Homes, an 

affordable housing complex 

on 9 Mile Road west of 

Gratiot Ave. The 48-unit 

complex contains 2-

bedroom and 3-bedroom 

units with features such as 

handicap-access, efficient 

electric water heaters and 

plenty of cost-saving 

insulation. 



Also in May hundreds of 

residents gathered on 

Gratiot Ave. for the city’s 

annual Memorial Day 

Parade. The parade 

featured veterans, floats, 

clowns many other 

attractions. The event 

culminated with a picnic at 

Kennedy Park. 



In June we published our second Annual Eastpointe 

Magazine, a 36-page newsletter mailed to all homes in 

Eastpointe. The magazine contained the city’s water quality 

report, which once again showed that the city’s water 

meets or exceeds all state and federal standards.



Last summer marked the 18th Annual Cruisin’ Gratiot event. 

With hundreds of cars and thousands of spectators along 

Gratiot Ave., it’s the area’s longest-running cruise for custom 

car builders. Vendor applications for this year’s Cruisin’ 

Gratiot are now available on the city’s web site: 

www.cityofeastpointe.net.



In June the Friends of the Eastpointe Memorial Library and 

the MiDOG organization last week debuted the city's first 

"Little Free Library" located adjacent to the MiDOG dog 

park on 10 Mile Road west of Gratiot Ave. The free library is 

a free book exchange available to all residents. Book lovers 

use the honor system to drop off and borrow books. 



In mid summer, the city purchased 27 tax 

revision properties from Macomb County with 

plans to sell the properties to a realtor who 

stresses home ownership. The tax reversion 

purchase with Macomb County is one of 

several steps Eastpointe has taken to help 

combat blight. As you can see, a contractor 

demolishes one of several homes deemed as 

dangerous structures by city inspectors

This is part of a long-running practice here in 

Eastpointe where we’re not afraid to take real 

action to combat blight and in many cases offer 

affordable housing to buyers in our “Family Town.”



Keeping our infrastructure up to date has 

always been a priority in Eastpointe. In 2016, 

the city spent millions of dollars on various 

improvements, including new paint and 

upgrades at the DPW building, new sewers in 

several neighborhoods, a new asphalt path at 

Spindler Park, neighborhood road 

replacements, and replacement of 15 aging 

fire hydrants, and installation of 800 new LED 

streetlights. We also conducted sewer smoke 

testing at several locations to address leakage 

issues for any needed repairs.



Thanks to voter passage in 2015 of the SMORSA 

millage proposal to fund emergency services, 

the city in 2016 was able to address much-

needed staffing needs for both the fire 

department and police department with new 

hires and much-deserved promotions from 

within our public safety ranks. 



The business community was active in 2016, as 

the city received 60 new business applications. 

Some of the new businesses include Lil Eddies 

Diner, Crystal Palace Hall, Papa’s Pizza and 

Grinderz, all on 10 Mile Road west of Gratiot 

Ave. Other businesses, such as the White Castle 

on Gratiot Ave. at 8 Mile Road, were rebuilt, or 

are in the process of being rebuilt, such as the 

former Colonial Dodge site on Gratiot Ave. at 

Stephens, both shown below. The Colonial site 

is being transformed into an auto repair shop.



Toward the end of the year, the city debuted a new web site. The new site: www.cityofeastpointe.net is 

easier to navigate and offers residents such services as on-line bill payment for taxes and water bills, job 

applications, refuse collection guidelines, forms, permits, licenses, meeting agendas and meeting minutes. 

http://www.cityofeastpointe.net/


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Eastpointe transforms city 
park into “Winter Wonderland”

At the end of the year, Eastpointe was featured in Metromode, an on-line magazine. The city was 

lauded for turning Spindler Park into a “Winter Wonderland” by constructing the Bill Sweeney Sports Hill 

for sledding and starting construction on two ice rinks at the park at virtually no cost, thanks to some out 

of the box thinking by DPW and donations from a local contractor  



Finally, with every physical 

improvement there comes a cost. In 
Eastpointe we use Munetrix to help 

track revenue our sources of revenue. 
The chart at left gives a glimpse into the 
revenue sources for Eastpointe. As you 

can see, the bulk of our revenue comes 
from property taxes, followed by other 
fees for things like permits, followed by 
state shared revenue and finally fees 
from parks and recreation programs. 

Munetrix can be found on our city web 
site and it also provides easy to read 

charts on expenditures, pension funds, 
population trends, crime statistics and 
other topics that may be of interest to 
residents and business owners. We’ve 

also addressed long-term needs, 
including boosting the funding needed 
for employee pensions and the benefits 

earned by former city employees.


